What haPPens within the [ iwi Group.......

In our kiwi group programme children are still free to choose their own area of PlagJ however, we do en-
courage our kiwi children to build on their own individual interests as we believe that child-led learning is
extremclg imPortant and is key to c{eve!oping alove for ]earning.

|nterests usua”g begin with one or two children but as the investigation dcve]ops more children are drawn
into these lcamingjournegs‘ ]ncliviclual children will take from these cxPericnces their own learning aspects
and we encourage and value this unique lcaming.

Throug}wout any lcamingjoumcg many aspects of the curriculum will be covered including ........

Literacgw as thcg research new information and translate it into their own unc}erstanding-bc it tlﬂrougl‘x
written wor1<, signs, Posters or symbols.

Mathematics— ]nc!uding counting, grouping, shapes, using tools or Finding and iclcnthcging numbers.
Leamiﬂgjoumegs Provide for children the oPPortunitg to opcnlg discuss their own ideas, know!edgc and
asPirations.

What we find is through shared interests children develop Friendships with their peers, learn to express
Fcc!iﬂgs, make contributions to discussions, take ownersl'xip forindividual and group lcaming, take turns,

inclePenclent]g Problem solve, listen to others and resPect one another.

Our role as the teacheris to support this !carning, offer help when or where needed. Tl’lis is achieved bg
Providing materials to enhance and support theirjourneg) or oggering suggestions which lead to children
Problem~so]ving for themselves. We trust in the individual child to take responsibilitg for tools and materi-
als Proviclccl within this room and each child will be briefed on salccty asPccts (e.g hot glue guns and scis-
sors).

Qur kiwi room is where we base most of our research and will take Place whenever the child is reaclg
tlﬂrouglﬂout the clag, but further research will take P]acc cluring our 11.30 group time.

We expect our kiwi children to take care and ownersl'lip of bclongings and ticlg up after themselves before

moving away from areas of P]afj‘

Luncl‘l time: when children enter the kiwi group thcy come Prepared with the hea(tlﬁy food kﬂow]cdge that
t}'xey have learnt from the Tuigroup. QOur meal times are a time to share in Positive conversation and
bond as a group. We res[:)ect that not every child’s eating habits are the same and allow them to choose

when theg are readg to ]eavc, within reason.

Rest time: | he kiwi children have the oP’cion to rest if thcg wish otherwise it’s
quiet time to read stories, share news and Par’cicipate in quict activities (lasting

approx. 30 mins)

Our bi%est and most imPor’can’c learning agenda is social skills, which is inter-
woven tl‘vrougl'lout these ]eamingjoumcgs. You have
. . . . feetin
]t I1s our hope that ]:)3 the time children head off to school theg are able to in- gouieshloes.
depen&cnt]g enter group Playj initiate conversations, stand up for what is riglnt

and what ’cheg believe in.
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Our outdoor environment, and our value of riskg

bg the time our three and Fourgear old children have reached the kiwi group theg are at that stage of de-
velopmcnt where theg want to take risks and cha”enge themselves out in the P]ag ground. This type of

behaviour not onlg extends on their Plag experienccs) but it allows the child to take complete ownership of
their own abilitg and saxcetg (within reason), where theg learn self comcidence, emotional resi!ience) and the

abilitg to assess risk for themselves.

As kiwi teachers we see so many benefits from this tgPe of P!ay and we tota”y embrace the indePendence
and emPowerment that comes from exposure from such an exPerience.

We view our role (as teachcrs) as bcing the child’s support person while theg go tlﬂroug]ﬂ the process of
risk ’caking and Problem solving which willlead to an unclers’canding of seeing themselves as competent and
capable learners. Theref:ore we will talk with the child as tl’weg work and we may pose questions that will
get children thinking about samcctg aspects within their work space.

We will Providc for the children the materials that tl—reg need to create whatever exPeriencc it is that thcg
are wanting to create and then we will stand back and leave them to it observing from a distance as theg

work through their process.

Kisks and cha“cnges are imPortant for hcalthy sensory and motor deve]opmcnt.

Children are natura”g curious and seek out oPPortunities to make sense of their world. When children
are givcn the freedom to create their own Plaﬂ tl—xcg learn to recognisc and manage risl@ta‘(ing bchaviours,
exPeriment with their surroundings, take on resPonsibilitg, make mistakes and then learn from them, ex-

Pand their thinking and reasoning and take chargc of their own learning.

So what type of riskg Plag migl—)t you see in the centre?? Climbing trees, ricling bikes (in and out of the
centre)) bui!ding with loose Parts, (cut down tree branches etc), children creating obstacle courses, using

ladders within the Playground and many more amazing cha”enging activities all initiated 139 the children.
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